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A Watch On IhuCJA 


The Central Intelligence Agency, alone of all federal agencies, 
has not once been subjected to formal review by members of 
, Congress, The closest thing to such a review— and it is not very i 
f close-is the informal watdi Jcfept on CIA operations by a special 
^subcommittee composed of Appropriations and Armed Services ' 

i ffomnfiittee member^ ^ ' i 

I ^e^ C^traL iotgll^ence,, Agency has, in short, been in large 1 
; its almost 20 years of existence '* 

I ?P years there haVfe been, rising fears that the QA,' vi 

i virtually without congressional supervision, has gone 

i fSL.S^yond its intelligence-gathering function The arguments 
|PP®fyision considerably outweigh the counter-argument i 
jMy*iPi tpore than casgaLscrutiny would undermine the : 
l.,gA iKcause of the secretjiye n 4 luxa,a[, its. operations. j 

I -Two^roposys just_made. ia.the Senate have refocused attention 
i * : McCarthy seeks creation of a 

T f 2 Pj£iSi .X ^n^te .^ .ECffeign Relations. subcommittee to study the 
impact of m^,aetiyitie 4 -,J 9 a.X States relations with other 
i Sen^ Stephen M, Young proposes establishment of a j 

‘ Perpianent joint committee., of. Senate and House to oversee 

, operations of QA. ^ ? 

Jenator youns^.sai£thisL:!'WMpped in its cloak of secrecy, the ^ 


m 


^JA h^s ip. . foreign policy. In so doing, it 

Ms i^ssui^d responsibilities which were heretofore solely ‘ 
' President and Congress." Senator McCarthy said r 

i.'.mai Kcause there hsS.J 5 sen- no formal review of the CIA "it i 

I has nm been possibk tp.^d!BerTOin^ whether a valid basis exists i 

i .to''- hfiticisnT Qf,_^Agepcy, ,or to prevent what appear to be j 
.v^tortions of policy or to dispel rumors surrounding the activi- 
j CIA,V These are cogent points. A thoroughgoing 
®S'ablishmgai „cf , a supervisory setup, both handled 
r with discretion, would be mnct). in the public interest. 
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